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Kerala’s investment in social sectors

helping combat Covid-19
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Kerala is an outlier among other Indian staves in terms of social indices and its
success is often touted &5 an “experience” or a “lesson”. The Kerala story has been
widely talked about even by scholars such as Amartya Sen. There is a renswed
sense of pride among a large section of people in Kerala that the state’s social
indicators are at par with those of Nordic countries and that the state has

outsmartsd even rich Western countries in combating COVID-13,

How is it that Kerala could efectively combat COVID-19 when the world at large
appeared ill-prepared to respond to this health emergency? Kerala has the lowest

maortality rate a5 well as the highest recovery rate with respect to coronavirus

infections. The initial statistical projection of cases and deaths became redundant
fue to the organic method adopted by Kerala. The number of tests conducted in
Karala is just 10 per cent of the figurss for countries such as the US. But aggressive
contact wacing and keeping a large number of poople under cheervaton helped
Kerala in preventing community spread. Ninery per cent of the positive cases were
detected among people who were kept under cbservation

Comparative analysis will invariably become the premise for understanding the
experiences of various countries. The experiences of New York and Kerala are
compared to highlight the stark difference in the approach of two systems. The
populatdon of Kerala is 33 million whereas that of New York Is 19 million. The per
capita income of Kerala is 32,937 while that of New York state is 585,981, There are
1.8 hospital beds for every 1,000 peaple in Kerala whereas the corresponding figurs

dew York is 3.1 beds. Kerala has 1.7 doctors per 1,000 persons, New York is
credited with 3.8 doctors. However. the total corena positive cases in Kerala as on
May 11 was 517 and the state had reported just four deaths. On the corresponding
date, New Yorlk had over 3.4 lakh corona positive cases with more than 27,000

deaths. The credit should go o

Kerala's tobust local governance, effective social
seructure and well-knit multi-layered public health strucure. The state mey bea
lageard in industrial production, but s human development Lndices are siellar.

Ad closed

Raport i od

mhcieae [

eriteal .

LA ULEUALS, LLLE LILIUIEL SUHLLSLILES P U VR LIUER UL UHEES Ll UNELLLE DY Uellle L UiLait

due to the orgenic methed adopted by Kerala, The number of tests condweted in

S

e social structure and well-knit mulii-
> health structure. The state may be a laggard in industrial production, bu

s human

Feeding
1.8 million+
children’s

across India,
Every day!
’.' vz

EXPRESS OPINION

DpirEon
How did Incka, In quest
Tor global prestege,
mangge wlose s
nesghbaurhood®

Dniren
Cricket Samiat’ was o
window 1o 1he £part in
the Hind heartland
befare TV, mtemet

Cipiron

Beliing 1nay uses
rmuscle maoney and soft
power 1o further it
hegemonic ambitinns

Ognier
In post-Covid world,
growtn of busmess
must not be of expense
af sacietal well-besng

Feeding
1.8 million+
children’s

across India,
Every day!

P

BEST OF EXPRESS

R B S reviewing its global
oi Torce posture te counter
China's threat to India’
Pompes

Explamed ideas: Why
Indlia cant degend o
LS & EU to counter
China

new episodes io o
Trom Judy

Feeding
1.8 million+
children's
across India,
Every dayl

across India,
Every day!



Herala 1s just 10 per cent o1 the ll.,l:‘;U!'FS 10T countries such as the US. Hut agpressive
contact tracing and keeping a large number of pecple under chservaton helped
Kerala in preventing commumnity spread, Ninety per cent-of the positive cases were
detected among people who wers kept under observation

Cormparative analysis will invariably hecome the premise for understan

ir

1z the
experiences of various counties. The experiences of New York and Kerala are
compared 1o highlight the sterk difference in the approach of two systems. The
population of Kerala is 33 million whereas that of New York is 19 million. The per
capira income of Kerala is 32,937 while that of New York state is 588,981, There are
1.8 hospital beds for every 1,000 people in Rerala whereas the corresponding figure
fior New York i23.1 beds. Kerala has 1.7 doctors per 1,000 persons, New York is
credited with 3.8 doctors. Howover, the total corena positive cases in Kerala ason
May 11 was 512 and the state had reported just four deaths, On the corresponding
date, New York had over 3.4 lakh corona positive cazes with more than 27,000
deaths. The credit should go te Kerala's robust local governance, efective social
structure and well-knit multilayered public health structure, The state may be a

laggard in mdustrizl production, but its human development indices are stellar.
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formation would not dilute the Lefrs people-rentrie poticles for fear of a popular
backlash when it is elected 1o office

The message from Kerala 15 that the world should be prodded to do business in the

srale, s
biotechnology and [1. Kerala's weather, friendly people, stable law and order are
clearly pluses for investors. There are millions of peaple across the world whao zre
curicus about this small pateh of land and they can be induced to have an interface
with stare. Moreaver, the entrepreneurship of those Malayalis who weuld be
returning with vast expertise and experience, can be channelised for productive
purpeses. Take the tourism sector. If each Malayali brings one ourist home, the foss
the state suffered on aceount of the pandemic ¢an be compensated to-a large extent,

ally In secrors such as tourism, hospitality, educadon, health,

It is not an exaggeration to say that Malayalis get an adrengline rush during s crisis
and plunge into kumanitarian effores. But he or she often squanders opportunities
to rmake the state proud on nermal oecasions. This is another Kerala paradox! The
Malayali has & penchant to dwell on controversies, which often result in
adminisrators and decision-makers wasting their tme over trivial marers. Paul
Antony, a former chief secretary of Kerala, once said the ondy industry that was
thriving in the state was that of controversy!

Kerala cannaor afford 1o the miss new oppormundties coming lvs way in this fast-

changing world uniess it wants to miss the bus of progress and development. Late
178 President John F Kennedy is reported to have said: “The Chinese use two brush
sorokes o write the werd ‘crisis’. One brush siroke stands for danger; the other for

opportunity. In a crisis, be aware of the danger — but recognise the opportunity.”
Kennedy may have misunderstood the Chinese characters, but Kerala should lean
on the second brush stroke he spoke about and turn the present adversity into

Opporumnity,

This article appeared in the print edition of May 13, 2020, under the title The
Kerala way', The writer is managing director of Kafrali TV, and media advisor
to the Chief Minister of Kerala
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